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OFFICr iV 
.Of!-:.' Tbe Mayflower Centre 

801 Wesc Ann Arbor Trail, Suite 233 
Plymouth, Michigan 48170 

734-927-9900 
Facsimile 734-927-9904 

February 11» 2012 ' 

Erik Morrison, Paralegal Specialist 
Complaints Examination and 
Legal Administration 
Federal Election Commission 
999 E Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20463 

Re: P-MUR 524; Respondent DebraDohertv 

Dear Mr. Moirison: 

This firm represents Debra A. Poh^ in the abpve referenced matter which i; 

curireatly being considered by the Federal Election Commission. On or about Au pist 

25,2011, Ms. Doherty recaved a letter from JeffS. Jordan, Supervisoiy Attorney, 

Complaints Examination & Legal Administration Section that stated, among other th^gs, 

that: 

You have been identified for potentially making unauthorized disbursements in 
violation of the Act. While you acted as the treasurer for the OfTicial 12th Dist D :m 
Party you may have made 6 unauthorized withdrawals of committee funds totalin; 
$ 14,500 over a period of 12 months ($4,500 was refunded during that period leav ng 
a net amount owed of $10,000); hid your actions from the OfTicial 12th Dist Dem{ 
Party and the Commission by friling to disclose the withdrawals on reports you -
pmpared and submitted to the Cotnmisslon; and you may have failed to file two pjost 
election reports with the Commission, 

This letter is in response to the complaint filed in the above-noted matter and aejts 

forth the reasons why the Commission should take no action. 
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BACKGROUND! 

Debra A. Doheity is a S4 year old sin^e woman with a background in accoux ling 
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It was during this period that she was asked if she would be interest^iii > ^ i'. 
• V.:?" 

volunteering as treasurer of the 12*^ District DehiOicratic Party. 
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It v/as then that Ms. Doherty deluded herself to believe that she could 
ij- ; 

"borrow" funds on a short term biasis and apply those funds toward .her pre'ssinjg and • • •• !. 
immediate financial needs. Ms. Doherty's incapacity to reco^ze ̂ e grhyiQr wd re^ty 

} : 

of her decision and her inability to cope with the olrdinary demands^of life, caused htf 

' ' I':;. -. niisappropriate money in her custody and control without authorization (v ri^t. •. > 

THE COMMISSION SHOULD NOT PURSUE ENFORCEMENT ACTlpN: 

to 

. ^ ^ 1 I I r • • » 

The Respondent respectfully requests that the ConnniissiOn take into account Che 

following factors in detennining not to pursue and enforcement action: 

1) The small dollar amount at issue; 

2) The Respondent has taken substantive corrective actions;;. . -i l li 1; . 

3) The strong likelihood that the actions of Respondent will not be;rcipeaf^;'and 
• ' * * . r. r !• I "'.J 

4) The mitigating circumstances 
H 

While the evidence may be.sufficient.to.si^i>ort a reason to 

violation is minor and the dollar amounto are small. Fua^er, the Respondents family 
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fully repaid all of the funds alleged t»have been misappropriated. In iu]diti<^\ the -. 
f ' I • 

Respondent is no longer in her previ tus position as volunteer treasure with the 12"' Dis riot 

Democratic Party and will never again be. in a position to engage in any prohibited activ ity. 

. t 

This is a unique case and a t 

alleged conduct is not sufficient to j 

determine whether there is probable 

even if the evidence is sufficient to si 

and will not be repeated. 

Thank you in advance for. yi 

matter and please do not hesitate to 

additional documentation or clarifi( 

ismissal is appropriate since the seiipushess of the 

u itify the likely cost and dif!icult}<of an investigatipt 
; ! ' 

I ause to believe a violation in fact occurred. In addi 

pport a reason to believe finding the violation,is mipor 

to' 
» 

ion, 

I i ; 
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>ur coimderation and thought^ attei^op to ̂ iS 

contact mc if you have any questions or requi^p^ • 
h. - «i • • *«-

;c itioii on any is^ herein., 
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Richard G. Conveitino ; ' •.; ' ' ' 
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